
Teaching Philosophy 

 
My teaching philosophy is best explained by the idea that every instructor has a set of 

responsibilities to their students. In teaching, no matter the discipline, it is the duty of the teacher 
to ensure that students have an opportunity to learn and be motivated to learn in a safe and 
respectful environment. In addition to these general teaching responsibilities, I believe that as an 
instructor in sociology, it is my responsibility to teach basic principles of sociology, identify 
sociological ways of thinking that aids in the creation of critical thinkers, convey expectations, 
be enthusiastic about the subject matter, and most importantly to be conscientious in assessing 
my teaching ability and student learning.  

I am interested in ensuring that I teach students the basic principles of the discipline and 
give them an opportunity to form their own conclusions through critical thinking. The goal is not 
to make sure students only know a “right or wrong” answer, but instead that students understand 
how sociological theories interact with their personal beliefs. It is a responsibility to ensure that 
students are able to explore ideas in a safe environment since sociology often discusses sensitive 
topics. By creating a safe environment, students have an opportunity to ask questions and explore 
their thoughts within the classroom without fear of repercussions. By allowing students free 
opportunities to draw conclusions, it gives them an opening to challenge their own assumptions. 
If I am able to tap into a student’s own understandings and allow them to make their own 
conclusions from their experiences they’ll be motivated in the class and overall more interested 
in the course. The most effective method for teaching in a way to encourage critical thinking is 
through an interactive environment. This interactive environment gives more opportunities for 
students to get to know my personality and for me to get to know theirs. In addition to writing 
down ideas as a method to get students engaged in an interactive environment, I believe that 
breaking students into smaller groups allows for students to critically think about their own 
opinions instead of getting lost in large lecture.  

Teaching involves inside the classroom as well as assessing the students in a variety of 
ways to help students with different learning abilities learn. While I believe in assessing students 
in a variety of ways (papers, presentations, group assignments), the most important part of 
assessing students is allowing them opportunities to improve and learn from their mistakes. I set 
clear policies for assignments to show students my high expectations for them through rubrics 
and examples of exemplary work. Overall, all my assessment will be concerned with looking 
forward for students to understand the importance of each assignment to the grander class and 
doing activities involving their assignments that will teach them grander critical thinking skills. 
By enhancing their understanding, they will be motivated to get work done instead of being 
fearful. 
 With all these responsibilities and assessments, I believe it is most important to be 
adaptable. In order to maintain adaptability and being prepared for evolving classes, I intend on 
looking through various resources and through the journal Teaching Sociology to stay up to date 
on all new teaching methods to ensure my teaching is relevant. By keeping teaching relevant, I 
am able to keep students motivated. Essentially, it is necessary to understand teaching is always 
evolving. By consistently exploring new teaching styles, I am able to move forward with diverse 
students on the basis of ascriptive characteristics or based on generation. Overall, despite all the 
responsibilities, the most important 


